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powerful fleet which helped to win the Battle of Salamis. Along
with this economic development, too, had come an important
political change. Artisans and traders are usually less conserva-
tive than agricultural peasants; and the growing population of
Athens had asserted their independence against the nobility of
landowners. They had established a real democracy in which
the Many, not the Few, were to control the government.
This change, together with the national enthusiasm at the
victory over Persia, bred a new spirit of enterprise and adven-
ture in the Athenians. Soon this new spirit found scope. Across
the Aegean many Greek towns and islands of the Asia Minor
coast had recently fallen under Persian rule. Seeing the Persians
defeated in Greece, these towns were eager to throw off the
hated yoke: and they appealed to Sparta for aid. Sparta with
characteristic caution hung back. But Athens accepted the role of
leadership and threw all her energy into the crusade of liberation.
Under the protection of her fleet was formed a confederacy of
Greek maritime states. It had its centre at Delos and was called
the Delian League. Its efforts were successful; and the Persians'
attempts to recover their hold were frustrated. Then, feeling secure
once more, many members of the League felt that its purpose
was finished. But Athens thought otherwise; and one by one, as
they tried to break away, she overcame them and reduced them
to a state of subjection to herself. So Athens frombeingthe leader
of a voluntary confederacy became the mistress of an empire.
The final step in the transformation was taken when in 454
the common fund of the League was moved from the Treasury
at Delos to the Acropolis or Citadel of Athens. The author of
this high-handed act was Pericles, the great statesman who in the
middle of the fifth century attained a commanding position in
Athenian politics. Though constitutionally elected to office year
by year, he made himself by sheer force of character the virtual
dictator of Athens and for thirty years he maintained his unique
authority as the leader and guide of her young democracy.